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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace the claims with tbe claims provided in the listing below 
whereia staois, amendments, additions and cancellations are indica.:ed. 

1. (Canceled). 

2. (Cuirently Amended) A nut, comprising: 

a nut body having an outer wall formed in a shape of a polygon and an 
inner wall defining a through hole including at leaf;t a portion thereof being 
defined by an inclined a wall hole having inclined inner surfaces, a diameter of the 
wall ho le decreasing from a first diameter proximate a first end to a second 
diameter proximate a second end p f o?cimat e said s e cond e nd t hat is - ess than said 
fi r st diamet er; 

a stop extending radially inward into said through hole at said first end 
of the nut body, the stop defining a boh exit aperture of said tfirough hole; 

at least two guides formed coaxially on said inner wall of tb^ nut body at 
said mc lined wall hole; 

at least two nut segments having inclined outer surfaces and being movably 
disposed between the guides so as to permit sliding movement m an a dal direcdon 
and radial displacement urged by sliding engagement of said iiclined outer 

3 FB120 tBDtf TO w O V Qf 7-27-OS IFC22 ).«iid 



PA6E3l22'R(»DAT1«27/20(l56:45:16PM[EastemDayDglitTline]'SVR:^^ 



10/27/2005 



1&:52 FAX 



12129537733 



PTO CENTRAL ©004/022 



Dockel No. F-8120 Ser. No. 10/764,665 

surfaces with said i nne r walhat said inclined inner surfaces of said wall hole, each 
of said at least two nut segments having an inner surface facing sail axis of said 
ihrougli hole, said inner surface having a screw thread for engagirg a thread of 
said bolt; 

a spring disposed in ihe nut body between said stop and said at least two 
nut segments lo bias said at least two nut segments toward said second end of said 
nut bocy; 

said nut body including an attachment part provided axially adjacent said 
second end, said aitaclunent pa r t including a fitting piece at a Icrininal end of flic 
at t achment pa r tv said attachment part having a substantially constant o ater diamecer 
allowing said attachment part to be freely insertable into a receiving hole of 
clearance diameter formed in an attachment member, a portion of jaid nut body 
adjacent said attachment part abutting said attachment membe* when said 
attachment pari is inserted into said receiving hole; and 

engagement means for fixing said fittibng p iece attachment p art to said 
attachment member in a manner preventmg mutual separation of said nut body and 
said attachment member after insertion of said attachment part into said receiving 
bole^ Jd engagement means including a pluraliiv of fitting pieces disposed at a 
terminal end of said attachment part . 
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3. (Currently Amended) A nut according to claim 2, where n: 

said attachment part further includes a support axle provided at a small 
diameujr portion of said nut body, said attachment part having a diameter smaller 
than an outside diameter of said nut body; and 

the fitting pieee-b pieces are formed at an outer circumferential portion 
of an eid of said support axle. 

4. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A nut according to clain 2, 
whereui: 

said attachment part further includes a support piece formed In a shape 
of a flaoge at an outer circumferential portion of said nut body; anc 

the fitting piece is pieces arc formed at an outer circumferential portion 
of said nut body which serves as the attachment part. 

5. (Currently Amended) A nut according to claim 2, therein said 
engagement means include at least a portion of each of said fitting piece pieces 
which is strucmrally configured to permit an outward deformation the reof effected 
by application of pressure after insertion of said attachment pan mto slid receiving 
hole such that a modified outside diameter of said attachment part a said at least 
the ponion of each of said fitting pieee pieces is attained which is arger than a 
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minimum diameter of said receiving hole, whereby said nut bod^' is captively 
maintaned to said attachment member. 

6. (Currently Amended) A fastener combinadon, comprising: 

an actachmem member including a receiving hole; 

a nut body having an outer wall formed in a shape of a polygon and an 
inner wall defining a through hole including at least a portion l^hereof being 
defined by an inclin e d a wall hole having jiy^lin ^ inner surfaces, a diameter of the 
wall ho le decreasing from a first diameter proximate a first end to a second 
diameti:r proximate a second end proximate said second end tliat is ess t han sai d 
first duimctef ^ 

a stop extending radially inward into said through hole at said first end of 
die nut body, the stop defining a bolt exit aperture of said through Jiole; 

at least two guides formed coaxially on said inner wall of ti e nut body at 
said inclined wall hole; 

at least two nut segments having imiincd outer surfaces and br-ing movably 
disposed between the guides so as to permit sliding movement in an a tial direction 
and radial displacement urged by sliding engagement of said irclined outer 
surfaces with said imici w aH-^ said mclined inner surfaces of said w;til hole, each 
of said at least two nut segments having an inner sur&ce facing said axis of said 

6 PI 120 smd resp id a . of [VCH J.wpd 



PAGE6/22'RCVDAT1(ll27/20056:4$:16PM[EastefflDayipTime] 



10/27/-2005 



1&:53 FAX 



12128537733 



^ PTO CENTRAL ©007/022 



Dockei No. F-8120 Ser. ho. 10/764,665 

chrougli hole, said inner surface having a screw thread for engagir g a thread of 
said bolt; 

a spring disposed in the nui body between said scop and said £ t least two mi 
segments to bias said at least two nut segments toward said second c nd of said nut 
body; 

said nut body including an attachment part provided axially adjacent said 
second end, said attachment part having a maximum outer diameter smaller than 
the reonving hole in the attachment member allowing said attachmmt part to be 
freely insertable into the receiving hole, a pordon of said nut body adjacent said 
atiachnkent part being configured to abut said attachment membfTr when said 
attachment part is inserted imo said receiving hole; and 

engagement means for fixing said fitting attachment part to sa d attachment 
member in a manner preventing mutual separation of said nuc budy and said 
attachment member after insertion of said attachment part into said receiving hole^ 
said en^iagc Tnent Tneans including a plurality of fitting pieces disposec at a terminal 
end of iai d attarhm ent part . 

7. (Canceled). 
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8. (Currently Amended) A fastener combination according .o claim [[7]] 
6, wlie.'ein said engagement means include at lea^t a portion of each 3f said fitting 
pteee p ieces which is structurally configured to permit an outward deformation 
thereof to be effected by application of pressure after insertion of sa d attachment 
part into said receiving hole such that a modified outside diameter of said 
attachment part at said at least the portion of each of said fitting p-eee pieces is 
attaineti which is larger than a minimum diameter of said receiving bole, whereby 
said nut body is captively maintained to said attachment member. 

9. (Withdrawn) A fastener combination according to claim 6, wherein said 
engagement means include threads formed on said attachment part and a 
mounting member threadably engageable with said threads of said attachment 
pan* said mounting member beuig received to said nut body so .is to abut an 
opposite side of said attachment member to a side abutted by the pf)rtion of said 
nut bO'ly adjacent said attachment part. 

10. (Canceled). 

11. (Currently Amended) A fastener combination, comprisuig: 
an attachment member including a receiving hole; 
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a nut including a nut body and means for internally engagirg a thread of 
a bolt provided within said nut body; 

said nut body including an attachment part provided axially adjacent an end 
of said nut body, said attachment part having a maximum outer dicmeter smaller 
than th i receiving hole in the atiachmenc member allowuig said attaohment part to 
be freely insenable into the receivmg hole, a portion of said nut body adjacent said 
attachment pan being configured to abut said attachment member when said 
attachment part is inserted into said receiving hole; and 

engagement means for fixing said fitting attachment part to sa id attachment 
member in a manner preventing mutual separation of said nut and sa d attachment 
member after insertion of said attachment part into said receiving bole^ 
said engagement means including a oluralitv of fitdng pieces disposed at a 
terming J end of said attachment part . 

12, (Canceled). 

13. (Currently Amended) The nut according to claim [(12]] li, wherein 
said engagement means include at least a portion of at least one c f said fitting 
piece p ieces which is structurally configured to permit an outward deformation 
thereof to be effected by applicarion of pressure after insertion of said attachment 
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part into said receiving hole such that a modified outside diar.ieter of said 
attachment part at said at least the portion of said ac least one of said fitting piece 
pieces .s attained which is larger than a minimum diameter of said receiving hole, 
whereby said nut body is captively maintained to said attachment niember. 

14. (Withdrawn) A fastener combination according to clain 1 U wherein 
said engagement means include threads formed on said attachme:kt part and a 
mounti ng member tfareadably engageable with said threads of said att: ichment part, 
said mounting member being received to said nut body so as to abut an opposite 
side of said attachment member to a side abutted by the portion of {.aid nut body 
adjacer.t said attachment part. 

15. (Canceled). 

16. (New) The nut according to claim 2, wherein said :itting pieces 
comprise arcuate members disposed in circimiferentially spaced apart positions of 
the attachment part. 
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17. (New) The nut according to claim 16 wherein spaces between said 
arcuau members have a width smaller than an arcuate length of said arcuate 
members* 

18. (New) The nut according to claim 16, wherein said fitting pieces 
comprise four arcuate members. 

19. (New) The nut according to claim 18, wherein each ol said arcuate 
members forms an arc of approximately 90 degrees. 

20. (New) The fastener combination according to claim 6, \/herein 
said fitting pieces comprise arcuate members disposed in circiimferentially 

spaced apart positions of the attachment part. 

21 . (New) The fastener combination according to claim 20 wi lerein spaces 
between said arcuate members have a width smaller than an arcuate length of said 
arcuate members. 

22. (New) The festener combination according to claim 20, wherein said 
fitting pieces comprise four arcuate members. 
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23. (New) The fastener combination according to claim 22, wherein each 
of said arcuate segmenis forms an arc of approximately 90 degrees. 

24. (New) The fastener combination according to claim 6, wherein 
said fining pieces comprise arcuate members disposed in circumfere itially spaced 
apart positions of the aitachment part. 

25. (New) The fastener combination according to claim 24 w lerein spaces 
between said arcuate members have a width smaller than an arcuate ength of said 
arcuate members. 

26. (New) The fastener combination according to claim 24, wherein said 
fitting pieces comprise tbur arcuate members. 

27. (New) The fastener combination according to claim 26, vherein each 
of said arcuate members forms an arc of approximately 90 degrees. 
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